
Introduction to the Bible [series 11b] 
Major Themes of Luke’s Gospel 
Continued from previous article… 
 
Luke’s gospel, from chapters 9:51 to 19:44 is structured in a travel/journey setting. Jesus and 
the disciples are on the way from Galilee to Jerusalem. Jesus’ main teachings and miracles 
occur on this way! 
 
Jesus’ Table Fellowship: One of the remarkable actions of Jesus in the gospels, especially in 
Luke is Jesus’ table fellowship, Jesus eating and drinking with people publicly shamed by 
society, tax-collectors, outcasts etc. Jesus was comfortable accepting invitations from the elite 
too. Thirteen of such episodes are unique to Luke’s gospel. In Luke and Acts, the sinner and the 
observant Jew, clean and unclean, Jew and gentile are all welcome to share table fellowship 
with Jesus and the community of disciples. Jesus is universal Savior and not a sectarian religious 
or political figure. The kingdom of God is now open to all humanity. 
 
Proclamation of the Kingdom/God’s Mercy: Kingdom of God or new age of salvation has come 
and fulfilled in Jesus [4:43], in the words and actions of Jesus. The year of God’s favor is 
inaugurated; transforming good-news is now proclaimed to all. In 17:21 Jesus says, ‘kingdom of 
God is among you’. Listening good news leads to an encounter with Jesus, which in turn makes 
one a follower, disciple of Jesus, an agent of the kingdom. In Acts 1:3 [remember Luke is also 
the author of Acts], the risen Christ speaks about the kingdom; kingdom continues to be 
present in the risen Christ and that makes church’s mission universal. Kingdom is fellowship 
with God and with all who come to participate in the banquet of love! 
 
Kingdom of God is experienced by accepting God’s mercy for all. Luke highlights Jesus’ teaching 
on mercy, repentance, forgiveness especially in chapter 15. The parables of the lost sheep, lost 
coin, prodigal son reveal God’s nature essentially as love and God relates to humans with 
mercy. Mercy is experienced as sin forgiven through metanoia/repentance and also as mercy 
shown to others.  In 10:33, the good Samaritan belongs more to the kingdom than the Jewish 
elites because of his mercy. In this sense, proclamation of mercy/kingdom is announcing 
salvation. In Luke 9:9, Jesus says to Zacchaeus, ‘salvation has come to this house’; presence of 
Christ effects salvific change. In 19:10, Jesus says, ‘Son of man has come to seek out and save 
what was lost. With forgiveness of sin comes peace, completeness. Luke mentions 17 times 
‘sinners’ in reference to conversion of hearts. Luke focuses on the plight of the poor and they 
need lifting up. Compassionate hearts can do something to change social inequalities. 
Discrimination is alien to the kingdom of God; welcoming is what God does in sending his Son 
to the world! 
 
Resurrection and Ascension: Luke testifies to the reality of Jesus’ resurrection. The disciples 
were not seeing a ghost [Luke 24:37] when they saw the risen Christ. Resurrection was not a 
resuscitation or return to natural existence like for example raising of Jairus daughter in Luke 
8:54-55. In resurrection Jesus entered into a heavenly existence. Luke also gives proof of 
resurrection in Acts 1:3. Luke gives more details of ascension of Christ; ascension was a visible 



event [Acts 1:9]; ascension was the exaltation of Christ, symbolically described as, ‘sitting at the 
right hand of the Father’ [Acts 2:33]. Ascension is also connected to Father’s promise of sending 
the Holy Spirit, the beginning of church. 
 
Wish you a Blessed Lent 
 
Father Jose 
 


